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begin its next fishing trip until the ves-
sel has called out of the multispecies 
DAS program to end its trip. 

[61 FR 34968, July 3, 1996, as amended at 62 
FR 14647, Mar. 27, 1997; 62 FR 15386, Apr. 1, 
1997; 62 FR 51381, Oct. 1, 1997; 63 FR 11593, 
Mar. 10, 1998; 63 FR 15329, Mar. 31, 1998; 63 FR 
42592, Aug. 10, 1998; 63 FR 58329, Oct. 30, 1998; 
64 FR 24072, May 5, 1999; 64 FR 31149, June 10, 
1999; 64 FR 54745, Oct. 7, 1999; 64 FR 55825, 
Oct. 15, 1999; 65 FR 21664, Apr. 24, 2000; 66 FR 
24056, May 11, 2001; 67 FR 50305, Aug. 1, 2002]

§ 648.11 At-sea sea sampler/observer 
coverage. 

(a) The Regional Administrator may 
request any vessel holding a permit for 
Atlantic sea scallops, NE multispecies, 
monkfish, Atlantic mackerel, squid, 
butterfish, scup, black sea bass, blue-
fish, spiny dogfish, Atlantic herring, 
tilefish; or a moratorium permit for 
summer flounder; to carry a NMFS-ap-
proved sea sampler/observer. If re-
quired by the Regional Administrator 
to carry an observer or sea sampler, a 
vessel may not engage in any fishing 
operations in the respective fishery un-
less an observer or sea sampler is on 
board, or the requirement is waived. 

(b) If requested by the Regional Ad-
ministrator to carry an observer or sea 
sampler, it is the responsibility of the 
vessel owner to arrange for and facili-
tate observer or sea sampler place-
ment. Owners of vessels selected for sea 
sampler/observer coverage must notify 
the appropriate Regional or Science 
and Research Director, as specified by 
the Regional Administrator, before 
commencing any fishing trip that may 
result in the harvest of resources of the 
respective fishery. Notification proce-
dures will be specified in selection let-
ters to vessel owners. 

(c) The Regional Administrator may 
waive the requirement to carry a sea 
sampler or observer if the facilities on 
a vessel for housing the observer or sea 
sampler, or for carrying out observer 
or sea sampler functions, are so inad-
equate or unsafe that the health or 
safety of the observer or sea sampler, 
or the safe operation of the vessel, 
would be jeopardized. 

(d) An owner or operator of a vessel 
on which a NMFS-approved sea sam-
pler/observer is embarked must: 

(1) Provide accommodations and food 
that are equivalent to those provided 
to the crew. 

(2) Allow the sea sampler/observer ac-
cess to and use of the vessel’s commu-
nications equipment and personnel 
upon request for the transmission and 
receipt of messages related to the sea 
sampler’s/observer’s duties. 

(3) Provide true vessel locations, by 
latitude and longitude or loran coordi-
nates, as requested by the observer/sea 
sampler, and allow the sea sampler/ob-
server access to and use of the vessel’s 
navigation equipment and personnel 
upon request to determine the vessel’s 
position. 

(4) Notify the sea sampler/observer in 
a timely fashion of when fishing oper-
ations are to begin and end. 

(5) Allow for the embarking and de-
barking of the sea sampler/observer, as 
specified by the Regional Adminis-
trator, ensuring that transfers of ob-
servers/sea samplers at sea are accom-
plished in a safe manner, via small 
boat or raft, during daylight hours as 
weather and sea conditions allow, and 
with the agreement of the sea 
samplers/ observers involved. 

(6) Allow the sea sampler/observer 
free and unobstructed access to the 
vessel’s bridge, working decks, holding 
bins, weight scales, holds, and any 
other space used to hold, process, 
weigh, or store fish. 

(7) Allow the sea sampler/observer to 
inspect and copy any the vessel’s log, 
communications log, and records asso-
ciated with the catch and distribution 
of fish for that trip. 

(e) The owner or operator of a vessel 
issued a summer flounder moratorium 
permit, a scup moratorium permit, a 
black sea bass moratorium permit, a 
bluefish permit, a spiny dogfish permit, 
an Atlantic herring permit, or a 
tilefish permit, if requested by the sea 
sampler/observer, also must: 

(1) Notify the sea sampler/observer of 
any sea turtles, marine mammals, 
summer flounder, scup, black sea bass, 
bluefish, spiny dogfish, Atlantic her-
ring, tilefish, or other specimens taken 
by the vessel. 

(2) Provide the sea sampler/observer 
with sea turtles, marine mammals, 
summer flounder, scup, black sea bass,
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bluefish, spiny dogfish, Atlantic her-
ring, tilefish, or other specimens taken 
by the vessel. 

(f) NMFS may accept observer cov-
erage funded by outside sources if: 

(1) All coverage conducted by such 
observers is determined by NMFS to be 
in compliance with NMFS’ observer 
guidelines and procedures. 

(2) The owner or operator of the ves-
sel complies with all other provisions 
of this part. 

(3) The observer is approved by the 
Regional Administrator. 

[61 FR 34968, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61 
FR 43425, Aug. 23, 1996; 61 FR 58465, Nov. 15, 
1996; 65 FR 1569, Jan. 11, 2000; 65 FR 45852, 
July 26, 2000; 65 FR 77466, Dec. 11, 2000; 66 FR 
49144, Sept. 26, 2001]

§ 648.12 Experimental fishing. 
The Regional Administrator may ex-

empt any person or vessel from the re-
quirements of subparts A (General Pro-
visions), B (Atlantic mackerel, squid, 
and butterfish), D (sea scallop), E (surf 
clam and ocean quahog), F (NE multi-
species and monkfish), G (summer 
flounder), H (scup), I (black sea bass), J 
(bluefish), K (Atlantic herring), L 
(spiny dogfish), M (deep-sea red crab), 
and N (tilefish) of this part for the con-
duct of experimental fishing beneficial 
to the management of the resources or 
fishery managed under that subpart. 
The Regional Administrator shall con-
sult with the Executive Director of the 
MAFMC regarding such exemptions for 
the Atlantic mackerel, squid, 
butterfish, summer flounder, scup, 
black sea bass, spiny dogfish, bluefish, 
and tilefish fisheries. 

(a) The Regional Administrator may 
not grant such an exemption unless he/
she determines that the purpose, de-
sign, and administration of the exemp-
tion is consistent with the manage-
ment objectives of the respective FMP, 
the provisions of the Magnuson-Ste-
vens Act, and other applicable law, and 
that granting the exemption will not: 

(1) Have a detrimental effect on the 
respective resources and fishery; 

(2) Cause any quota to be exceeded; 
or 

(3) Create significant enforcement 
problems. 

(b) Each vessel participating in any 
exempted experimental fishing activity 

is subject to all provisions of the re-
spective FMP, except those necessarily 
relating to the purpose and nature of 
the exemption. The exemption will be 
specified in a letter issued by the Re-
gional Administrator to each vessel 
participating in the exempted activity. 
This letter must be carried on board 
the vessel seeking the benefit of such 
exemption. 

(c) Experimental fishing for surf 
clams or ocean quahogs will not re-
quire an allocation permit. 

[61 FR 58466, Nov. 15, 1996, as amended at 62 
FR 37156, July 11, 1997; 65 FR 45852, July 26, 
2000; 65 FR 77466, Dec. 11, 2000; 66 FR 49144, 
Sept. 26, 2001]

§ 648.13 Transfers at sea. 

(a) Only vessels issued a Loligo and 
butterfish moratorium or Illex morato-
rium permit under § 648.4(a)(5) and ves-
sels issued a mackerel or squid/
butterfish incidental catch permit and 
authorized in writing by the Regional 
Administrator to do so, may transfer 
or attempt to transfer Loligo, Illex, or 
butterfish from one vessel to another 
vessel. 

(b)(1) Except as provided in para-
graph (b)(2) of this section, vessels 
issued a multispecies permit under 
§ 648.4(a)(1) or a scallop permit under 
§ 648.4(a)(2) are prohibited from trans-
ferring or attempting to transfer any 
fish from one vessel to another vessel, 
except that vessels issued a Federal 
multispecies permit under § 648.4(a)(1) 
and specifically authorized in writing 
by the Regional Administrator to do 
so, may transfer species other than 
regulated species from one vessel to 
another vessel. 

(2) Vessels issued a Federal multispe-
cies permit under § 648.4(a)(1) may 
transfer only up to 500 lb (226.8 kg) of 
combined small-mesh multispecies per 
trip for use as bait from one vessel to 
another, provided: 

(i) The transferring vessel possesses a 
Federal multispecies permit as speci-
fied under § 648.4(a)(1); 

(ii) The transferring vessel has a let-
ter of authorization issued by the Re-
gional Administrator on board; and 

(iii) The receiving vessel possesses a 
written receipt for any small-mesh 
multispecies purchased at sea.
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